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  Novelist David Macfarlane says he isn't
sure  whether  he's  a  writer  or  a
journalist.
  The  award-winning  author  of  the
acclaimed novel Summer Gone writes a
weekly column for the Globe and Mail,
which  allows  him  to  take  "an  oblique
look  at  the  arts  in  an  irreverent  and
mischievous way."
  But given the choice, Macfarlane told
students at Ridley College Thursday, he
prefers writing novels because of  their
more  "meditative"  approach.
 "Thinking  of  a  novel  is  like
daydreaming,"  he  said,  "whereas
writing  a  column  is  much  more  bite-
sized."
 Macfarlane was at Ridley to speak with
students  about  his  "oddball"
experiences  as  a  writer.
 "I'm  neither  fish  nor  fowl  when  it
comes to deciding whether I'm a writer
or  a  journalist,"  he  told  students  in
teacher Donna Cooper's Grade 11 class.

  Macfarlane read two passages from his
novel Summer Gone, which was short-
listed for the Giller Prize in 1999.
"Readings  are  really  unpredictable
things,"  Macfarlane  said.  "But  I  was
really amazed with these students. It's
not  an  easy  book."
  Besides  Macfarlane,  however,  there
was  another  lesser-known  celebrity
present.  Fraser  Berkhout,  a  Grade  11
Ridley  student,  is  the boy pictured on
the cover of Summer Gone. The jacket
photo was taken several years ago at a
cottage  in  northern  Ontario.
  "I've  been  trying  to  meet  him for  a
while now," Berkhout said, after getting
his copy of the book signed and shaking
hands  with  Macfarlane  for  the  first
time. "I'm glad I finally got the chance,
though.  He  said  a  lot  of  interesting
things."
  After  lunch,  students  in  Colin
Brezicki's Grade 11 English class heard
Macfarlane  talk  about  his  experiences
in  the  world  of  journalism.
  "We've  been  very  fortunate  and
privileged  today  to  witness  David's

quiet  humour  and  engagement,"
Brezicki said.
Macfarlane  began  his  career  writing
magazine  articles  for  Weekend
Magazine and Saturday Night.  He has
also  written  short  stories,  poetry  and
documentary  film  scripts  which  have
earned  him  several  national  magazine
and  newspaper  awards.
  After  reading  a  few  articles  and
sharing a couple of amusing anecdotes,
the writer gave one last piece of advice
to  the  Ridley  students.
  "I  always  find that  when writers  get
down  to  talking  about  the  nuts  and
bolts  of  what  they  do,  it  becomes
accessible,"  he  said.  "But  when  you
cease to  entertain yourself,  then you'll
bore  your  readers  very  quickly."
  Following  his  day  at  the  school,
Macfarlane  met  with  this  year's  Giller
winner, Richard Wright, to discuss the
state  of  Canadian  literature.
  Macfarlane lives in Toronto with his
wife and two children, and is at work on
his  next  novel  about  the  marble
quarries of Tuscany.


